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Letter from the Executive DirectorAs I enter my fifth year as the executive director of the ISSCR, I’m
proud to acknowledge the growth and success of the society as
a result of the close collaboration between the organization’s
leadership, committees, and headquarters staff.
It has been a pleasure and an honor to work with Fiona Watt,
this year’s president, whose eye for efficient governance has al-
lowed us to streamline committee structure, advance a dialog
begun last yearwith the InternationalStemCell Forum,and further
enhance the ISSCR’s European presence. While the presidency
rotates every 12 months, this elected individual participates as
an officer of the Executive Committee for 4 years, in addition to
participation on the Board of Directors. I therefore look forward
to many opportunities for continuing collaboration with Dr. Watt.
The annual meeting series continues to be the cornerstone of
the ISSCR, and the decision to meet in Europe during Dr. Watt’s
presidency was a fortuitous coincidence. Dr. Watt and ISSCR
board member Thomas Graf, along with the assistance of Juan
Carlos Izpisu´a Belmonte, crafted a cosponsorship relationship
with the Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) and the Center
of Regenerative Medicine in Barcelona (CMRB) that made it
feasible for us to meet in Barcelona, Spain, for the ISSCR 7th
Annual Meeting this July. Regional cosponsorship of the annual
meeting benefits the ISSCR as well as the local stem cell
community and gives annual meeting attendees insight into the
approaches taken in a particular part of the world. Dr. Watt has
also been instrumental in linking the ISSCR to other European
organizations and consortiums, including the European Science
Foundation, European Molecular Biology Organization, ES-
TOOLS, and EuroStemCell.
The continuity of the ISSCR’s administrative management by
The Sherwood Group since its inception in 2002 is instrumental
in providing a solid foundation on which the society can rely. To
cite one example, Michael Hagedorn, administrative director,
has now navigated through five annual meetings, providing
invaluable support to the Annual Meeting Program Committee.
Based in Boston, outside the headquarters in Deerfield, Illinois,
Heather Rooke, ISSCR’s science editor, is a significant reason
the society’s credibility is so high with regard to the rigor of its
science.
The Board of Directors addresses strategic issues at its bian-
nual meetings and establishes committees and task forces to
evaluate and foster new scientific approaches. This year, to
extend the work of the ISSCR task force that developed the
recent ISSCR Guidelines for the Clinical Translation of Stem
Cells, a standing Clinical Translation Committee was estab-
lished. Under the leadership of Alok Srivastava and David
Scadden, this committee will provide ongoing science-driven
responses to society’s expectations with regard to the advance-
ment of scientific discoveries.
The board also created the Awards Committee, chaired by
Fred Gage. This committee was created in response to funding
received from the University of Pittsburgh for an Outstanding
Young Investigator Award that was offered for the first time in
2009. In addition to establishing criteria and providing oversight
for this award, the committee was asked by the Board of Direc-tors to proactively create a portfolio of potential future ISSCR
awards that can be given as funding sources are identified.
Committees play a critical role in shaping the administrative
side of the ISSCR, as well as establishing policies and guidelines
for the scientific field. As Glori Rosenson, the new Manager of
Committees and Outreach, gains experience, several committee
chair terms are completed. Douglas Sipp’s welcome diplomacy
as International Committee chair ensured that all corners of the
globe were both informed and listened to by the ISSCR leader-
ship. In order to efficiently streamline internal policy develop-
ment, the board this year combined the International and
Governmental Affairs Committees into a newly created Interna-
tional Affairs Committee, chaired by Ronald McKay. Other mem-
bers completing 3 year committee chair terms include Pamela
Hines, Public Education Committee; Margaret Goodell, Audit
Committee; and Leonard Zon, Publications Committee. Under
Dr. Hines’ leadership, the Public Education Committee created
a thriving public symposium series that kicks off every annual
meeting to provide the local community with a basic under-
standing of stem cell research. Dr. Goodell established the Audit
Committee at the request of the Board and has overseen the
ISSCR’s audit process for the past 3 years. Dr. Zon, the ISSCR
founder, used his negotiating skills to forge a relationship with
Cell Press for an ISSCR home within Cell Stem Cell and created
the affiliation with JohnWiley and Sons, Inc. for the editorial over-
sight of Current Protocols in Stem Cell Biology. We would like to
thank all the committee chairs for their energy and commitment
over the past years.
Other committee chairs have continuing oversight responsi-
bility for ISSCR administration and development. Hans-Willem
Snoeck, chair of the Web Site Advisory Committee, is assisting
in the first major redesign of the ISSCR Web site since it was
developed 7 years ago. Membership chair Leif Carlsson faces
ongoing challenges as unproven stem cell clinics seek member-
ship credentialing status.
Like most societies, the ISSCR necessarily reacted to the past
year’s global financial crisis by taking a conservative approach to
new initiatives. In spite of this, the society issued its second set of
guidelines, the Guidelines for the Clinical Translation of Stem
Cells. Membership experienced a growth of 30%, and the annual
meeting drew record abstract submissions and attendance,
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The society thrives because of the strong bond between the
staff and the rotating volunteer leadership. As the founding board
of directors completes their terms, the challenge is to identify
new leaders who will embrace the original mission while
providing evolutionary change that meets the need of a scientific
field that is rapidly changing.
That said, the maintenance of strength through hard times
is a reliable sign that an organization is doing things right.
I’m confident the coming year will be the best year yet for the
ISSCR.
Nancy R. Witty
ISSCR Executive Director
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